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April 24, 2007 is when my wife
and | arrived in Looc, Lubang,
Occidental Mindoro, an island of

friendly people who are devoted

Catholics.
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They are willing to hear words of
God, so | started giving Bible
studies and help them through
healing ministries. | also invited
them in Sabbath school program.
We have seven active members,
three new friends and some
children.

Every 4’0’clock in the morning
of Sabbath we have serenading for
the backsliders and have worship
in our brethren’s homes to
encourage them to go early in the
church. Through God’s help, |

know that this little flock will grow
spiritually and grow in numbers.
Our brethren wanted to have
church in their place.

(Noemi and Dave are just had
their first child, a boy, born July 9.
She was in labor for two days. She
finally went to the Lubang hospital
where Jabez was born.)

JOSEPH C. VIANA

On the first day | arrived here in
Dolores, Quezon | felt the joy and
fear. Fear because new and
different people | am going to
meet. Joy because a new place
where | can show and express the
heavenly service for others.

First Monday of the month of
May, one of our brethren came
along with me for a visitation to
other church members in this
place. We walked more than 10
kilometers before we reached the
houses of our brethren here. They
were so generous. Each of them
expressed their happiness to
accept visitor like me. We felt that
we are not different from each
other and | felt that there is
something bonded us, it is Christ.

On the first Sabbath, most of
our brethren went to church even
those who were not already
attending Sabbath. I’'m thankful to



Visitation in
Hinugasan

God because He once led the
people to go to church to praise
God. | trusted God for | know
nothing is impossible with Him.
Through the help of the Holy Spirit
these people will be back and
become faithful to Him.

| continuously go on with
visitation and encouraging our
brethren who are backslider to
come back to Him. | have two
families now for Bible study and
every time | go to their house |
asked some of our brethren to go
with me so that they will also be a
part of the evangelism.
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BIEN GRIJALVO

When | was in Bicol, | was in-
charge of the Provincial Prison
Ministry and “Saliksikin” (which
means Finding) Radio Program. |
also conducted Bible Study and |
helped the people who were sick.
| became Sabbath schoolteacher
for a long time in Daet Church. But
| became disappointed when one
of the church members told this,
“Brother Boy, your capability was
for “Barangay (village) only”. For
me, he underestimated my ability.

When [ arrived in Hinugasan |
realized that he was true, my
capability was not for barangay
only but for mountain too. And |
am proud of that. God is using me
and my wife in this remote area.
Now | am starting to work and I've
seen that the people there were in
great need. They lack knowledge
particularly about cleanliness. This
place (Hinugasan) is not the same
place where | had been to. There
were lots of cars there, a lot of
different people to mingle with and
a lot of movies to watch. But |
don’t have any regrets because
I've seen the unity and being
obedient of people here. They
really need missionaries who will
guide and care for them. | was
deeply moved and touched. That's
the reason why | show my love and
care without any hesitation. I'm
helping them the best | could. |
solicit your prayers to this big
challenge we are facing.

JOSE AND BING GRIJALVO
March-April 15, 2007

God has been good to us.
We’'ve already spent one month
and three days here in Hinugasan.
Last week we were in La
Esperanza for three days.

We met other missionaries and
we talked about experiences and
sharing ideas. We bought guitar so
that we could use this for our
ministry and it was good because
the missionaries there were good
in singing that is why we have
wonderful Sabbath that time.

After the visitation, we went
back to Hinugasan. While we were
on our way, we didn’t notice that
we were running out of gasoline,
we forgot to buy gasoline when we
were in Mamburao. It almost 25
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I was a little bit
startled at that time
and my heart beat
so fast. I didn’t
know what to say
and do. I asked God
to help me to find
the words to say

kilometers away from the town and
we were so thankful because there
was a store selling gasoline. We
were so amazed because the
place was very remote and we
were not expecting any gasoline
store there. God is indeed a
marvelous God; He knows
everything we need.

| saw a lot of changes here in our
village; most of the people were in
their houses while their children
were in school. Last Friday, they
built fences in church and school in
less than an hour. They made it
fast because they

are always present and we were
were all there and helping each
other, they were working together
for the improvement of their place.
But | have a little burden at this
time because not all of the church
members were attending the
Sabbath service but we are trying
to work for that. Even if they were
not attending their children
teaching them songs. I'm glad to
see them singing, in fact, they have
good voices.
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BING GRIJALVO

It was an early morning of April
11 when we heard someone’s
calling. My brother opened the
door. | was on the porch of the
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house at that time so | looked
down to see who was calling. It
was the mayor of the village with
the born-again member. At first |
thought that they were
missionaries. They liked to have an
exchange program from our
church. | was very glad to hear
that. They introduced themselves.
They said that they have a medical
mission and they were going to
teach their children songs and tell
them stories. They will also bring
foods and gifts for children. They
said that if it is possible to give
them the whole day. | was a little
bit startled at that time and my
heart beat so fast. | didn’t know
what to say and do. | asked God to
help me to find the words to say
and what was the best thing to do.
Then | explained to them that we
have a class but | do not want to
be a hindrance to extend their help
to the people here at the village. |
said it's okay but | could give only
half of the day. | told them that it
was better to start their program



way said that tﬁey
were worried that the
children migﬁt not

come to them

At that time I ke})t
asfcing myseﬁ[, was

our decision rigﬁt?

The children followed
him and gathered
around him, pulling
his shirt while saying
“Sir we want to qo
with you”.

early in the morning. After we
talked | went to the house of our
church elder because they wanted
to use the church for their medical
mission. The elder said that they
were free to do what they wanted
to do but he would not allow them
to use the church for their Medical
Mission. I've noticed that there
were some problems, and then my
brother went outside. Their pastor
approached him to help them
gather the kids. They said that they
were worried that the children
might not come to them. So my
brother said that he would help
them to gather the children. At that
time the children were ready to go
to school. My brother announced
that there will be no class that
morning because of the community
service. At that time | kept asking
myself, was our decision right?
Then after the announcement, my
brother told the children to sing
their favorite song (Give Thanks).
While they were singing one

of the Born again member went
inside the room. Then she

said “Oh! | didn’t know that you
have a good voice, why don’t you
sing an action song?” Then they
sang the song “I'll be riding my
horse When Jesus Comes”. It was
a beautiful song and she liked it.
She noticed some changes from
the children there. She said that
the last time they came in that
place the children looked very dirty
but now they looked neat and
good. After they sang few songs
my brother rendered a prayer then
he said he had to go. When he
went outside, the children followed
him and gathered around him,
pulling his shirt while saying “Sir
we want to go with you”. The group
of Born again stared and seemed
speechless. | think they wonder
what we’ve done why the children
were so at ease getting along with
my brother. Maybe the reason why

they were close to us was they feel
welcome in our house. After the
class they go to our house and we
talk just like friends. | feel that that
the Born Again were disappointed
for what they saw because | didn’t
see their smile when they left the
place. I've learned a lesson from
that experienced. We don’t have to
worry if they will convince the
people to join in other church or
religion because of giving a lot of
things. Once they see the love of
Jesus through us their faith will not
be shaken by the material things.

JUN AND NORA BAISA
Feb-March 15, 2007

Hinugasan village is a place
that is far from the town. It will take
almost 15 kilometers going to the
town of Paluan. I've heard that
some of the born again Christians
are always going there because
they want to convince the
Mangyans to join with their beliefs.
One time, this group talked with
one of the elders of Seventh-day
Adventists in their place. They said
that if you want to have a teacher
in this place you’re the one to look
for a teacher that is an Adventist
and we will pay for their salary.
When | heard the news, | talked to
the elder and gave some advice. |
told them that if they will agree with
the plan of this group they cannot
hinder them to all the things they
wanted to do in their village.

| have pity with this village
because most of the people living
here were Adventist. Out of 76
families living in this village only 8
families were not Seventh Day
Adventists. So I've decided to talk
with the elders and | said that | will
be the one who will look for a
teacher for them. Upon hearing
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those words I've seen then with
happy faces. After many days |
went back to the village and I've
noticed that the missionary’s house
was already clean. They were
preparing for the teacher who will
be assigned in their place. I'm so
happy because every time | go
there because they always meet
me with happy faces and with hope
that they will have a teacher.

I’'m praying to God for the
fulfillment of their request. With the
permission of Pastor Jorge
Panghulan, | will look for a teacher
for them.

March-April 15

| invited Bro. Jun Fabila, the

missionary in Anduyanan Village to
join with me to go to the mountain
of Hinugasan to tell them that I've
already found a teacher for them.
When we reached the place and
told them the good news, we saw
their excitement because they want
their children learn more how to

read and write.
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JUN FABILA AND FAMILY

I've talked to them about what
they are going to do and they
promised that they will fix the
missionary’s house and classroom
to look more beautiful and
attractive. Before, this place was
very dirty but now there were some
changes. They are still hoping that
somehow, someday their dreams
will come into reality to have a
teacher for their children.

| visited again the village
together with the young people
who were newly baptized in
Paluan. They taught songs for
children. These young people were
so inspired in teaching songs to the
people of this place. Let us pray for
our brethren here in this place.

| and brother Jun Fabila
ushered Jose and his sister Elimita
(Bing) to Hinugasan village. When
we arrived, they greeted and felt
grateful because God heard and
answered their prayer. Jose and
Elimita were happy also because
they felt the warm welcome of all
the people there. They were so
inspired to do all their best for the
children.

At first, they have their general
cleaning with the help of the
parents and children. They are
happy doing their task. The council
of the barangay planned to build
another classroom because they
believe that the number of pupils
will increase.

And now they have already 50
pupils. They wanted also to have a
formal education in their village.
They are always praying for the
realization of one of their dreams,
which is to have a formal
education.




